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ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING COMMISSION

MANAGEMENT PLAN

SUBPART A

INTRODUCTION

SUBSECTION 100.1 PURPOSE OF REQULATICNS.
It iz the purposes of the regulations contained herein to:
fa) insure an efficient subsistence harvest of bBowhead

whalesz;

{b} provide a means within the Alaska Eskimo customs and
institution of protecting the habitat &f the bowhead
whale and limiting the bowhead whale harvest in order ko

prevent the exbtinction of such species; and

{ci provide for Eskimo regulation of all whaling activifies
by Eskinos who are wmemhers of the Blaska Eskime Whaling

Commisaion,

SUBSECTION 100.2 SCOPE OF REGULATICNS.

The regulation contained herein apply to the subsistence hunting of
whales by Eskimos who are members of the Alaska Eskimge Whaling

Commnissicr,
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SUBPART B

ALASKA ESKIMO WHALING COMMISSION

SUBSECTION 100.1)1 POWEERS.

(a) The Alaska Eskimc Whaling Commission {hereinafter AERWC)
is empowered to administer the regulations eontained
herein te insure that the purposes in Subeseckion 100.1 of
these regulations are attzined.

(b} The AEWC is empowered to enforce the regulaticns by:

(1} denying any person who violates these regulations
the right to pazticipate in hunting bowhead whales.

(2) making ¢ivil assessments,

(3} acting as an enforcement agent for any governmental
entity authorized to enforce these regulations.

¢} The AEWC is empowered to promulgate interim regulations
thatt are in addition to, but nol inconsistent with

wegulaticons contained herein.

SUBZECTION 10D0.12 DUTIES.
(] The BEWC shall administer and enforce the regulaztions
contained herein (including any interim regulations}).
(b} The AEWC shall conduct village educacion programs to
facilirate compliance with these regulations, including

training programe for whaling captains and crew.

(c} The ABWC shall initiate research for improvement of the

accuxacy and rceliability of weapons.
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SUBPART C

REGULATIONS

SUBSECTTION 100.21 DEFINITICNS.
ta) ‘"bowhead whale'" means a whale whose scientific name is

baleapa mysticetus and which nmigrates past whaling

villages in alaska.

(b) "ecaptain" means the person in charge of a whaling crew.

(¢} "harwvesh" means to kill and bring to shore or butchering
area.

{d] T"nen-traditignal weapons" means any instrument thalk ceuld
be used to harvest a bowhead whale Eebat is oot a

traditional weapon.

(e} '"traditicnal weapon" means a harpoon wikh line actached,
darting gun, shoulder gun, lange or any other weapon
approved by the AENC as such a weapon in order Lo improve

the efficiency of the bowhead whale harvesc.

(1} "harpocn with line actached” means a haypcon wikth a
rotating head which is actached bEo a3 line and fleoac
and which has no explosive charge. {See Figures 7
and B of Appendix E of the FEIE cn the International
Whaling Commission's Deleticn of MNakive BExemption
for the Subsizbtence Harvesk of Bowhsad Whales.

[Qetober 1977) {(hereinaftex FEIS).
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(2) "darting gun harpeon” means a harpoon with an
explosive charge and with 2 line and float attached.

(See Appendix E of PEIS of Figure 43

i3} vshoulder gun" means a whaling gun, adapted from ths
era of commercial whaling in the 15%cth century, which
has an explosive charge and which has ne attached
line and fleat. (3ee Appendix E of the FEIS in

Figure 5] .

(4] "lance" means a non-explosive sharply poinced

wezpon without a havpoon head.

{51 rexplesive charge” as used in subparagraph (2) of
this paragraph means fOr dnitial strikes a
penthrite-based explosive charge develogped,
aprroved, and issued Lo a wialing ecpatzin by the
BEWC, urless such explesive charge hasz nobt been
iszued or is not compatiiple with the dargting gun
harpoon in which case every effort shzll be made by
Ehe AREWC te provide a compatible darkting gun

harmoon.

(f] "whaling crew" means those persons whoe participate
directly in the harvest or attempted harvest of Lhe

bowhead whale and ate under the supervision cof a captain.
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{g} "whaling village® means the Alaska Eskimo Whaling village
in which wresides a whaling captain and crew which
participates in the harvest of bowhead whales and which

is represested by & Commissicrer of the REWC,

(hl  "whaling season" means customary pericd of time during
which the bowhead whale iz hayvested, either in the

Spring or Fall.

{1} "garbage" means anything Lhat the whaling captains and

crew Lxrings oubt Lo the ice that is not bhiodegradable.

{J} "habitat" means the walers angd associated land and ice

environment uszed by bthe bowhead whale.

SUBSECTION 100.22 REGISTRATION.

(a) Bach captain shall register with the AEWC on forms
provided by Lhe AREWC farx bthat purpose which disclased his
name, address, age, qualificaticons as a captain, and his
willingness to abide by the regulations of the AEWC and

to require his crew to abide by those regulations.

{#) The REWC shall take into account any reading or language
difficuvlties in developing procedures and foxyms for

registration.
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SUBSECTION 100.22 REPORTS.
(a} Each whaling captain shall be responzible for keeping a

written rwecoxrd of the number of whales:

(L} aitempted to be harvested by wusing traditiona:

weapons but not harvested,

(2} harvested by the captain or his crew, and

{3) sighted by the captain and his orew.

{(b) T®ach whaling shall report the date, place, and time of

any striking wot resuwlting in harvesting and shall

describs;

t1} the size and cype of bowhead whale,

(2} any known latter attempted harvest or actual harvest
of said whale,

{2] the reason for the captain or ¢xew not harvesking
the whale, i.e., envizommental factors, the failure
of rraditional weapons, or cother veascns, and

(4] the conditions of the whale that was not harvested.

(c) Each whaling ¢aptain shall make other reports as the ABUC
requires in order te accomplisih the purposes of the
regulations herein or in order to advance the scientific

knowledge of the howhead whale.
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SUBSECTICHN 1(0.24 ERMISEARTE RVEST METHODE .
(@) No whaling captain or ¢yew shall harvest or atzempt to
harvest the bowhead whale in any manner obher than the

Lraditional harvesting manner.

() "Traditional harvesting manner”™ means:

(1) only traditional weapons shall be used as defined in

Svbgection 100.21 ().

{Z) the bowhead whale may be ztruck with a harpoch or

darting gutt with line and float attached.

(3} the shoulder gun may be used:

{i) after 2 line has been secured to the howhead

whale, oz

(1i) when pursuing a woundegd owhead whale with a

floak aktached to ik,

{¢) the lance mway be used after a line has peen secured

Lo the bowhead whale.

{¢] Whaling captaing and crews should harvest bowhead whales
that are less than 40 feet plus (4) or minus {-) 1%% in

length.
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Subsaction 100.25 TRADITIONAL PROPIETARY CLAIM.

The bowhead whale shall beleng to the captain and crew which firsc
strikes the bowkead whale in the manner described in Subseciicn

10G. Z4.

SUBSECTIQN 100.28 LEVEL OF HARVEST,

{a} The REWC shall establish the levels of harvest or
attemot harveslt for sach whaling wvillage during each

SEASCN O Seaspns,

tk] In establishing the levels of harvest or attempted

harvest, the AEWC shall ¢onsult each whaling village.

SUBSECTION 100.27 REGULATION TO PROTECT THEE BOWHEAD WBALE HABI'MAT.

fa) ALl whaling crew shall bring their garbage back ko land

angd dispose of it in a proper manner.

SUBSECTION 100.28 Native Ccnsumption-

The meal and products, except for traditional native handicrafts,
or whales taken in the =zobsistence hunt must be exclusively for

native consumption and may not be sold or offered for sale.

SUBSECTIOMN 1.00.31 DENIAL OF PARTICIEBATION IN HARVEST RND FINE:.

{al} Any person who the BENC determines has violated the

o0
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regulations coentained in suvbsection 100.24 (a) and b}
and subsection 100.26 shall, after opportunity for a
hearing before the AEWC, be prohibited from harvesting oy
attempting to harvest the bowhezd whale for & periocd of
not less than one whaline sezsen nor more than five

whaling season; and f or

{b) Any merscn who wiclates the regulations contained in
subsection 100.24 {2) and {b) and subsection 100.26
herein shall be subject to a fine of neot less Lthan
$1,00.00 nor more than $10,000.00 as assessed by AEWC.
The AEWC siall sssess other fines at levels it deems
appropriate, not te exceed %10,000.00, for ather
vislations of this Management Plan or federal law. Wo
person shall harvest or zttemot to harvest the bowhead

whale until such fine has been paid.

It is the responsibility of the whaling captains/crew to report to
the Commissioner of their village on a dzily basis when they are
whaling. The Commissiconar then reperts to the AEWC Central Office
in Barrow., The AEWC office takes a repoxt which they pase op to
the National Maxine Fisheries Service (NWMFS) office in Anchorage.
Following complotieon of the season, the AERC office then submits a

final report to the U.S5.Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C.
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ALASKA ESKIMC WHALING COMMISSION

BOWHEAD WHALE HUNT

MANAGEME REPORTING PR

VILLAGE WHALING CAPTAINS
REPORTS TO  THE

YILLAGE BAEWC COMMISSIONER
WHO EREPORTE TO THE

l

AENC OFFICE 1IN BARROW
WHC REPORTS TO THE

I

URES

WATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
(Anchorage, Alaska)
WHQ REPORTS TO THE

[

UNITED CSTATEZ DEPARIMENT OF COMMERCE

HATECHAL OQCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

(Washington, D.C.)

1%
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